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DEFINITION OF A FORMER

PRISONER OF WAR (POW)

Period of War — a Former POW is 4 vel-
eran who, while on active duty in the mili-
tary, air, or naval service, was forcibly de-
tained or interned in the line of duty by an
cnemy government or ils agents or a hostile
torce during a period of war.

Periods of war include; World War 1, World
War LI, the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam
War, and the Gulf War.

Peacetime-Comparahle to Wartime

a Former PO also includes a veteran who.,
while on active duty during peacetime, was
forcibly detained or interned by a foreign
povernment of ils agents or o hostile Toree,
il the cirenmatances of the internment were
comparable to wartime internment (for ex-
ample: Somalia or Kosovo),

HEALTH CARE

Formuer POWs receive priorily treatment for
WA health care.

It vou have a service-commected disability
and are a Former POW, vou're eligible for
YA health care. This includes hospital, nurs-
ing home, and outpatient treatment,

It you don't have a service-connected dis-
ahility amd are a Foomer POW, vou're cligi-
ble for VA hospital and nursing home care —
without regard to vour ability to pay. You
arg alsa cligible for catpatient care on a pri-
ority basis — second only o velerans with
service-connected disabilities.

While you are receiving trealment in an ap-
proved outpatient treatment program, you are
cligible for needed medicines, glasses, hear-
ingr aids, or prostheses,

If vour POW internment lasted 90 davs or
more, you are eligible for all needed dental
care. Velerans who were POWs [or less
than 90 days should check with their nearest
VA medical tacility to deternune if other cri-
leria would apply 1o establish chigibilicy for
dental care,

DISABILITY COMPENSATION

Former POWs are cligible for VA service
connected disability compensation to the
same extent as olher veterans,

If you were a POW for at least 30 days and
are diagnosed with any of the conditions be-
low, the condilion is presumed 1o be related
to service. Presumptive disabilities are based
on studies of the long-tenm effects of captiv:
ity, deprivation, trauma, and cold injury on
former MOWs. For [irsl-time claimants, ther
musl be a special POW Protocol Examina-
tion conducted at a VA medical facility to
help determine if you have any of these dis-
abilitics,

POW presumptive disabilities fall into the
following cateporics:

Nufritional. These disabililics resull from
the lang-term effects of the malnutrition suf-
fered as a POW. While you may not be



suffering from malnutrition now, il is possi-
bl 1o have residual disabilities (rom malnuo-
trition during captivity. These melude:

= Avitaminosis — a disease resulting from
lack of vitamins.

= Beriberi - a disease marked by inflan-
matory or degenerative changes of the
nerves, digestive system, and hearl
caused by a lack ol thiamin.

s Malnutntion (including atrophy associ-
ated with malnutrition).

»  Pollapra — a disease marked by dermati-
tis, stomach disorders, mtestinal disor-
ders, and nerve symptoms associated
with a lack of niacin.

e Any other nutriional deficiency.

ITelminthiasis. Infectious residuals from
any Lype of parasilic worm,

Newro-Psyehiatric. Disabilities in this cate-
gory are nonmal consequences of POW cap-
tivity. Some of these disabilities can show
up many vears following caplivily and can
procduce mild o severe svmptoans. Drritabil-
ity, anxiety, restlessness, sleep disorders,
and unsociability are only a few of the
symptoms. Thesa disabilities include:

o Psychosis

e Dysthymic Disorder (Depressive Neuro-
gi%)

s Any ol the Anxicty Stales (c.g., PTSD)

Gastrointestingl Disabifities. Including:

s  Peptic Ulcer Disease— ulcerations of the
digeslive lracl

o [Irrilable Bowel Syndrome — sympitoms
can include pain and constipation,
chronic diarrhea, or both.

¢ Chronie Dysentery — [Tequent, walery
stools wilth rectalfabdoeminal pain, Tever
and dehydration.

Cold fafuey. The freezing of tissue, The ex-
tremities farthest rom the hearl are usually
allieeted, primarily the nose, ears, hands and
teet. This usually produces long-term side
effects such as numbness, discoloration, ex-
cessive swelling, pain, and possibly arthritis
in the aleoted arcas,

Trawmatic Arthritis. '[his disability looks
and is treated like degenerative arthritis
{arthritis gssociated with age) cxeepl il s
cansed by severe trauma to specitic joints.

Peripheral Neuropathy. A neurological dis-
order characterized by numbness and tingling
of the extremities. Il can be caused by nulri-
Licmal deficieney and will be evaluated by VA
as a separate disability for each extremity
affected.

Tvchemic Heary Divease. A heant disability
which may be related to service. Also called
coronary artery disease, this disability 1s char-
acterized by the narrowing of arteries which
supply vital oxygen o the hearl, Oficn
treated by angioplasty or coronary arfery by-
pass surgery, this is a disability which is com-
monly found in the aging population; how-
ever, this disabilily can be presumed 1o be
related o servie i a diagnosis of this type of
heart disease is made and the veteran indi-
cates swelling of the legs (edema) during cap-
tivity on his‘her POW Profocol Examination.
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DISABILITY AND INDEMNITY
COMPENSATION (DIC)

LMC 15 payable 1o survivors (spouse, parent or
children) of:

= service members who died on active duty

= veterans who dicd from service-related
disabilities

e certain veterans who were being paid
100% VA disability compensation at time
of death

Surviving spouses of former POWs qualily il

the veleran:

= died afler September 30, 1999, qnd

= was continuously raled Wtally disabled
for a service-connected condition for at
least | year immediately preceding death.

DIC ends it the surviving spouse remarries.
But if thar marriage ends by death or divorce,
DIC benefits may start again.

OTHER BENEFITS

Eligible Former POWSs and their surviving
spouses may be entitled to other bencfits
available through VA such as disability pen-
sion, death pension, loan guaranty, insurance,
burial benefits, ete. To obtain information
about these benelils see section below,

A

WHERE TO GO FOR ASSISTANCE
A Former POW Coordinator has been desig-
nated al cach VA regional office who can
provide you informalion about and assistance

in applving for the beneiits and services
available to you.

Coll toll-free

1-800-827-1000
TDD 1-800-829-4833
OR

Visit the VA Web Site

WWW.VA.GOV

“To care for him who shall kave borne
the batile, and for his widow and his
arphan "



